VOLUME 2, ISSUE 4

MAY EDITION OF

This issue has something of the fresh
breeze of May and the joyous dance
around a maypole in it! Our featured
congregant profile this month is of Uni-
ty of Hilton Head’s Jan Dow. Jan will
also be presenting our lesson on May
7th. Last Sunday we had the joy of hear-
ing from Rev. Jack Bomar and the pic-
ture and note I posted on our Facebook
page has had over 700 visits so far! The
week before our good friend Rev.
James King gave the message and as |
was at Unity Village that Sunday, every-
one told me how much they enjoyed
this very fine minister’s message!

Regarding Unity of Hilton Head’s
search for a minister, we were in-
formed that an offer had been made to
Rev. Therese Donlan Lee. She will be
presenting our message on Mother’s
Day and is at Unity Village as we go to
press, leading the Nehemiah retreat
which she and her husband Tom found-
ed years ago. He has passed but lives on
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in many ways including having had the
central courtyard, fountains, tower and
at Unity Village
named in his honor. When she becomes

12 powers garden

our minister we’ll get her to write an
article on the good work that Nehemiah
does and how you can participate.
Here’s a picture I took last week look-
ing down on that splendor from atop
the tower:

I was at the Village to attend the Ex-
ploding Dogma, Exploring Divinty 2.0
retreat and you’ll find an article on that
in this issue. While there UWH CEO
Jim Blake spent an hour with us sharing
his vision and answering questions,
you’ll find more on that on page 7.

INTERFAITH NEWS

| ?:ach issue of Onity pre-
sents two full pages devoted to

Interfaith issues and events.

This issue presents some Interfaith news
from within the Unity Movement and
its involvement with the Parliament of
the World’s Religions.

Some updates on the work we are doing

®
Coczxiet
with Rev. Jack Bomar at his United
Church in Beaufort, SC as well as an
update on the good work that UICCB
(United Interfaith Community Coali-
tion of Beaufort) is doing.

And finally, some exciting news about
the Parliament of the World’s Religions
2018 meeting in Toronto, Canada.
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THE STORY OF THIS NEWSLETTER

his newsletter is the confluence of

several streams. It began as a sugges-
tion by Rev. Nat Carter for a newsletter
serving multiple churches based on a simi-
lar one that he published in the northwest.
The seven church/centers came because of
connections that your editor has made with
folks primarily through SEE classes, it is a
rather arbitrary selection in that several SC
churches are not among them and the two

out of state churches are the only ones from
their states. The
are geographically diverse, ranging from

Unity churches

Unity of Savannah in the Coastal Empire of
Georgia, up through the Lowcountry of
South Carolina, on into the Grand Strand
area of coastal South Carolina, stretching
on into Brunswick County, NC, and our
lone representative of the Upstate region of
SC, Unity of Greenville.

UNITY OF SAVANNAH, GA

Rev. Dale Worley has been a student and
practitioner of Unity Truth teachings since
1996. In January of 2010, he joined the
ministerial team at Unity of Savannah as
Associate Minister and Minister of Creative
Arts. In September 2011, Dale became a
Licensed Unity Teacher. In January of
2014, he became Senior Minister, a dream
and life goal that has been nearly 10 years in
the making, and on March 13, 2013, he
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was licensed as a Unity Minister through
Unity Worldwide Ministries Field Licens-
ing Program. Dale graduated from the
Field Licensing Program at Unity Village on
March 19, 2015, and was ordained at Unity
of Savannah March 22, 2015 by Rev. Shawn
Moninger of Unity Center of Norwalk,
CT. He currently serves as Vice President
of UMMAS.

WWW, unitvsavannah . ()l"g

N

UNITY OF HILTON HEAD,

As our guest minister Rev. James King was
a big hit the weckend I was gone to Unity
Village, as I knew he would be! To the
point where our profiled congregant Jan
Dow quoted his book Dancing With the Uni-
verse in her profile! Jan will be presenting
our lesson next week. Rev. Jack Bomar
brought down the house last Sunday with
his energy and enthusiasm! By popular de-
mand the Rev. Therese Donlan Lee be here

SC

for Mother’s Day after finishing up a Nehe-

miah retreat at Unity Village AND I am
Chaplain on Duty that day. It will be sweet!
Walking the grounds and visiting most of
the buildings at the Village gave me a deep-
er appreciation of Nehemiah and the good
work done in these retreats. Look for an
article in pages soon.

WWW. unitychur(‘h othiltonhead. org

UNITY OF MT. PLEASANT,

Kimberly Renollet Heck is the Spiritual
Leader of Unity of Mt. Pleasant and is on a
ministerial path through Unity Urban Min-
isterial School.

In the past few months she has conducted a
Burning Bowl Ceremony, a White Stone
Ritual Service, explored Louise Hay's
Book, You Can Heal Your Life, led participa-
tion in James Twyman's "The Great Abra-

SC

hamic Pulse’' among many other things!

A congregant says “From my very first visit
I felt at peace and at home here. I've only
been a part of Unity for two years now, but
I've enjoyed every moment. It's the most
accepting and loving environment I've ever
experienced.” Just what I would expect to
hear about Kimberly’s house!

www.facebook.com/unitymtpleasant
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UNITY OF CHARLESTON, SC

Rev. Ed Kosak has been at Unity Church of
Charleston since July of 2002. He found
Unity in 1989 when he walked into Unity
of Chicago and experienced a wonderful
meditation. Walking out the door that day,
he consciously said to himself: "I'm gonna
be a Unity minister someday!" He was or-
dained in June of 2002 and has been in
Charleston ever since. Ed's personal mis-
sion statement is: "Facilitating the spiritual

and emotional transformation of those I
serve, and to promote unity in our diversi-
ty."

Rev. Ed has had a deep and abiding calling
in Interfaith work and now serves as the
New Thought Representative on the board
of IPSC (Interfaith Partners of South Caro-
lina).

WWW .unit\'(?hs .org
J &

UNITY OF MYRTLE BEACH, SC

Rev. Margaret Hiller took over the minis-
terial duties at Unity Christ Church of Myr-
tle Beach in April of 2005. She has over 35
years in ministry, presenting in churches,
hospitals, colleges, and mental health agen-
cies. Her wisdom and zest for life flow into
humorous and heart-connected Sunday

messages about current life issues.

Margaret holds a Master’s degree in Thera-

peutic Psychology and has vast experience
in many areas of counseling. She and her
husband, David, co-authored the book Dare
to Dream: Healing Fears, Creating Miracles and
Living Your Dreams. She and David travel
extensively in the United States conducting
worship services and presenting a variety of

workshops.

unitymyrtlebeach.org

UNITY OF WILMINGTON, NC

Rev. Mindy Tucker’s ministerial career
began as Education Minister for her church
of origin, Unity Church of Hawai'i. Prior
to Rev. Mindy’s tenure at Unity of Wil-
mington, she spent two years as Senior
Minister in Hartford, CT.

After receiving a Bachelors of Arts in Histo-
ry from the University of Southern Califor-
nia, Rev. Mindy earned a Masters in Busi-

ness Administration from the University of
Hawai'i. After 20 years of corporate ser-
vice, Rev. Mindy re-engaged in Truth stud-
ies and became a Licensed Unity Teacher in
2008 and an ordained Unity minister in
2013. Rev. Mindy is in a loving, committed
relationship with her partner, Dr. Nickie
Golden, who is also a Unity Minister.

unitywil.com

UNITY CHURCH OF GREENVILLE, SC

Rev. James King knew at an early age that
he would become a minister. He had been
involved with three non-denominational
churches in Indiana, and has been the Spir-
itual Leader at Unity Church of Greenville
since 2004 . He was ordained as a Unity
minister earlier this year. Music—writing
and playing—is a passion for James. He is
the author of the books Dancing with the
Universe: Lessons in Synchronicity and  Jesus

Never Said That!: But What He Did Say Could
Change The World.

James has served on the Board of Directors
for the Greenville Interfaith Forum and is
President of the Board of Directors for
Unity Ministers of the Mid-Atlantic States
(UMMAS).

WWW, unit\'church()fgreen\'ﬂle .org
) & &



JAN Dow
BY JAMES TAYLOR

When I asked Jan for something a
little more personal about her life
she shared this “As Rev. James King says in
his book Dancing With the Universe “The real
key to manifestation is doing the thing that
most inspires you.” I knew from an early
age that [ would be a poet and write plays.
When people would ask me when I was
about 5 or 6 “What do you want to be
when you grow up?” I would answer, “I
want to be a poet and write plays.” I always
knew that was the creativity that I was
meant to share with the world. I also feel
that being a teacher was something I was
meant to do. I continue to teach at Osher
Life Long Learning as well as other ven-

”»
ues.

In a nutshell we can tell you that Jan Dow is
Professor Emeritus in the English Dept. at
Western CT State University. That she has
won over 150 national playwriting compe-
titions, awards, and honors and has pro-
duced numerous productions, workshops,
and staged readings around the country.
That she is the author of several books, and
20 plays which are published by Samuel
French and Phosphene Publishing and are
available at Amazon. All true and impres-
sive. She has been a member of Unity for
about five years and before that was a mem-
ber of the Unitarian Universalist Congrega-
tion. This certainly tells a lot about her role
in the world but very little about the per-
son she truly is. I heard her once character-
ize herself as someone who seems very
open, but in reality is one who guards her
deepest thoughts and feelings. Taken out of

context you might assume that she has

something to hide or that she is presenting
one face to the world and another else-
where. You would be wrong. I am privi-
leged enough to say that there is perfect
continuity between her polished surface
and her depths. She said that about herself
in the context of her life as a poet, which is
not as widely known as her work as a play-
wright and is grounded in her passion and
vitally alive experience as a human being.
She has bravely explored life, lived large
and has come to a very peaceful and philo-

sophical state of being.

I met Jan when she first started attending
Unity of Hilton Head and was immediately
taken with her sparkling intelligence, deep
wisdom and the humility which informs her
gestures and posture, by her authentic
warmth and engagement with you. I came
to Unity with only small knowledge of the
Old Testament and that tainted with an
intense dislike of all the “smoting” and such.
I particularly disliked the Book of Job
which seemed inordinately petty and cruel
until I heard Jan speak to our church one
Sunday on this profound book. Unity em-
phasizes the Metaphysical interpretation of
the Bible and great teachers such as the
Rev. Nickie Golden take that further and
invite you to see your own life and circum-
stances in these ancient stories. Jan Dow
has managed to do this with the Book of
Job. I openly wept to hear her speak. I was
not alone. She has spoken to us on several
occasions. I chose to profile her in this issue
because she will be speaking this month to
Unity of Hilton Head. I for one wouldn’t

miss it for a great deal of other goodness.

Quotes from Eric Butterworth

“Your vision is the promise of what you shall one day be.”
)

“Your idea is the prophecy of what you shall at last unveil."

“A true desire is not to have but to be. We are whole creatures in potential, and the true

purpose of desire is to unfold that wholeness, to become what we can be.”

“When people would
ask me when I was
about 5 or 6 “What
do you want to be

when you grow up?”

[ would answer, “
want to be a poet
and write plays.” I
always knew that was
the creativity that I
was meant to share
with the world.”
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Rev. Dale Worley

“I realized that I was
doing everything I
could to run away

from the feelings of

grief and loss. Ire-
membered an invita-
tion from Gangaji to
dive deeply into a
challenging situation
and to see what was

there for me.”

This Winged Heart is the ancient

symbol of Sufism, the mystical
branch of Islam. Rev. Worley and
his long time partner on the
UNITY FM program Music Speaks
Louder Than Words Rev. Christie
Snow, are both committed stu-
dents of this font of heart-
centered wisdom. I love the
symbol in part because of how it
reminds me of Charles Fillmore's
favorite symbol for Unity, the

ancient Egyptian Winged Globe.

TN

DIVING DEEP
BY REV. DALE WORLEY

During the fall of 2004, I was in

the midst of an intense experi-
ence of grieving and loss. A close fami-
ly member had recently passed away,
an intimate personal relationship ended
suddenly, and I had no source of steady
income. Although I had made a deci-
sion to move with my young son to an-
other state miles away from our home
in Alabama in pursuit of a new career, I
had no idea how that was going to hap-
pen, or where I would find the inner or
outer resources I needed for the transi-
tion. I wasn’t eating and I was unable
to sleep for more than a few hours at a

time.

Spiritual teachers such as Eckhart Tolle
and Gangaji recommend the practice of
living in the moment. If I am suffering,
they suggest that [ am struggling against
what is and believing that things should
be different. My “now moment” was
not very pleasant at this time! I could
not possibly see how the Universe
might be conspiring for my Highest
Good.

One morning as I was moving busily
around inside my home with no sense
of purpose or direction, I realized that I
was doing everything I could to run
away from the feelings of grief and loss.
I remembered an invitation from Gan-
gaji to dive deeply into a challenging
situation and to see what was there for
me. So I sat down in a chair and said
aloud to God, “OK, here [ am! Let me
feel these feelings to the best of my abil-
ity. I'm willing to give this a try”. As 1
sat, I did my best to slow down my
breathing and my thinking, and to in-
vestigate what it was like to experience
grief. Itried to be as present as possible
to what was going on in my body, my

mind and my emotions.

Suddenly I felt a most profound and
unexpected sense of peace and calm. It
only lasted for a moment, but in that
moment | had a realization of the Truth
that there is a place of stillness and quiet
inside me, no matter what is going on

around me.

As I rose from my chair, I discovered that I
was still upset, afraid and confused. How-
ever, I now had an overwhelming feeling
that everything was going to be OK. I had
found hope in midst of despair!

Eventually, everything did work out for the
best for me and my son, and I am so grate-
ful for all the Good in our lives today. I can
look back on this experience and use it as a
touchstone when I am facing challenging
situations. In that one moment of diving
deep, my belief in a Power within me shift-
ed to a knowing that wherever I am, God
truly is!

Rev. Dale Worley is Senior Minister at
Unity of Savannah, GA. He currently
serves as VP of UMMAS

(Unity Ministers of the
Mid-Atlantic States)

This article originally appeared in the Uni-
ty booklet "Getting Through the Hard
Times" . It reminds us that through the
power of divine wisdom, you can come

home again. Peace, wholeness, and grace
are always within, sustaining you on what-
ever path your life's journey travels.

You'll find comfort in this booklet. And
you'll be reminded that you are never

alone.
It is available for free as a download from
www.unity.org/publications/free-
materials/ getting—through—hard—times
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By Popular DomandL

magine being part of a unique, Think-
Tank Style
hosted by five dynamic Spiritual Thought

retreat,

Leaders! I didn’t have to imagine it I was
there! Much of what I'm sharing here came
directly from materials the Revs. Cher and
Bil Holton produced to promote this event
and 'm shamelessly borrowing partly be-

cause I could not have said it better.

“Join this amazing group of people who
share your quest for spiritual enrichment,
who eagerly embrace the opportunity to
talk about science and spirituality, who
question beliefs and dogma without shame
or judgment, and who have the audacity to
explode current beliefs in order to continue
growing and living as the Divine Beings

they are!

Some history of how it all started: We are
six ordained Unity ministers who get to-
gether via Skype on a regular basis to
stretch our thinking, challenge our beliefs,
and dare ourselves to look at unquestioned
answers! Five of us got together at Unity
Village in August of 2015 for our own spir-
itual retreat -- and we blew the lid off our

assumptions and beliefs!

Towards the end of that weekend in Au-
gust, we thought what fun it would be to
let other folks in on the excitement -- invite
them to join us on our next retreat -- ex-
pand the discussions and stretch everyone's
thinking! That led us to creating this very
special, one-of-a-kind retreat! And on

March 31, 2016, it happened! An incredi-
ble group of forward-thinking, open-
minded individuals came together for four
days of unprecedented mind-stretching
discussions, challenging topics, interactive
sessions, heart-opening meditations, infor-
mal networking, dynamic music, and op-
portunities to really get to know each other
on a deeper level -- all within the beautiful

1”

and sacred grounds of Unity Village
Some of the topics covered were:

v From DOGMA to AM GOD: Explod-
ing the dogma of our past ... and pre-
sent! Clearing the way!

v How Do We Express Our New Un-
derstanding? Aligning our words with
our Truth: Does it matter (YES!)
Why? How?

v The Message of Music: The science
behind the emotion; the need for new

lyrics; experiential music-making .

I had had the pleasure of taking Metaphysics
III from Rev. Paul Hasselbeck (the author
of our standard text Heart Centered Meta-
physics) last February at Christ Unity
Church of Orlando (thanks Rev. Roxanne!)
where I was invited to attend this retreat.
The course was one of 25 required to be-
come an LUT (Licensed Unity Teacher)
and the very first class I took in the LUT
track was the class on Prayer based on Rev.
Linda Martella-Whitsett’s book How to Pray
Without Talking to God. I was thrilled to hear
that she had been named head of Silent Uni-
ty this year. She gave us a private tour of
Silent Unity and the opportunity to join the
prayer associate in the half-hour silent pray-

er Vigil. What a gift for a Prayer Chaplain!

Much gratitude to the gifted and generous
presenters as well as to the brave, engaged
souls who participated with us. See you

next year?

Rev. Paul Hasselbeck

Revs. Cher

& Bil Holton



UWH CEO Jim Blake

“... he pointed out
the fact that most
successful businesses
have identified their
“chief differentia-
tors”, those things
which make them
stand out from their
competitors, and
have invested serious
resources in honing
and presenting
them.”
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RELIGION, SPIRITUALITY AND BUSINESS MODELS

BY JIM TAYLOR

he language of Business and Market-

ing has become more and more
prominent in the vocabulary of Religion.
Most religions today are facing a dwindling
membership and much greater competition
for access to spiritual ideas and practices. It
is also the case that the traditional forms of
outreach (marketing) are not nearly so ef-
fective in our mobile, globally connected
world as they were in villages and towns.

While at the Exploding Dogma retreat at
Unity Village last April, Jim Blake CEO of
UWH (Unity World Headquarters) joined
us one evening for an hour to share his vi-
sion and answer some questions. Mr. Blake
served Unity in a number of capacities in-
cluding heading up the Information Tech-
nologies team before leaving for several
years to work as an executive in the world
of High Tech Business. In talking about
Unity’s future he was very optimistic about
several initiatives that his team is spear-
heading to grow our movement and to
make our outreach efforts more effective.

During his time with us he pointed out the
fact that most successful businesses have
identified their “chief differentiators”, those
things which make them stand out from
their competitors, and have invested seri-
ous resources in honing and presenting
them. In applying this to Unity he men-
tioned several things including our unique
spiritual perspective in the Christian world
and Silent Unity, known worldwide and
now in it’s 127th year of continual 24/7

prayer.

I suggest that drilling down (another busi-
ness phrase) into the idea of chief differen-
tiators, the idea of Unity’s unique message
has at least the following components:

v  God is not “out there”, seated on a throne
in heaven. “Neither shall they say, See
here! or, see there! for, behold, the king-
dom of God is within you.” Luke 17:21

v That our Wayshower Jesus was not the
great Exception but rather the great Exem-
plar “Truly, truly, I say to you, he who

believes in Me, the works that I do shall he
do also; and greater works than these shall
he do...” Jon 14:12

v Our consciousness changes our lives, that
Mind and Thought are paramount ele-
ments of our theology.

v We resist dogma. Charles Fillmore fa-
mously said that he reserved the right to
revise his ideas.

The following day when Rev. Bil Holton
was presenting on Science and Spirituality
he pointed out that another chief differenti-
ator of Unity was our committed alignment
with Science. Charles Fillmore was always
looking for and using metaphors from the
sciences and believed that if an idea was in
contradiction to known scientific facts that
it was the idea that must be flawed.

[ believe that another differentiator is our
openness to all religions “One God, Many
Paths” as sources of wisdom and richness.
More on that in the Interfaith pages.

Many people are uncomfortable with look-
ing at religion with business models but the
truth is that business is concerned with
growth, stability, maximizing profit and
minimizing waste, and all of these ideas
make sense if looked at with an unjaundiced
eye and on a more metaphysical level. Big
Business has a lot to teach us about the

dynamics of large scale organizations.

One strategy to save costs and increase
effectiveness is “Mergers and Acquisitions”,
the joint efforts of UWM (Unity World-
wide Ministries) and UWH under the lead-
ership of CEO’s Donna Johnson and Jim
Blake seem very well advised to this long-
time reader of the Wall Street Journal. As for
Unity, the organization, we do need to
market ourselves more effectively, the spir-
itual market place has never been larger
nor offered so many “incentives”! And re-
garding profit “What profit will a person
have if he gains the whole world and for-
feits his life?” Mark 8:36. Perhaps the
world was never in greater need for our
“Product” than it is today.



INTERFAITH NEWS

I[ nterfaith work has gained a greater focus
in the Unity Movement. While at Unity
Village last month I was able to sspeak with
UWH CEO Jim Blake about Unity’s inter-
est in the Interfaith movement and men-
tioned that Unity did not have an official
presence at the Parliament of the World’s
Religions in SLC, UT in 2015 although
there were more than 75 Unity ministers in
attendance. Jim told me that there is great
interest and that there is work going on
with the AGNT (Association for Global
New Thought) to develop a vision and
strategy that doesn’t reinvent the wheel.
AGNT has had a deep involvement with the
Parliament and will be quite helpful.
Among their leadership is the very charis-
matic Michael Bernard Beckwith of Agape
in Los Angeles, who has done much to raise
the public’s awareness of New Thought.

In the 2015 Parliament the AGNT, of
which Unity is a member, succeeded in
having New Thought recognized as a sepa-
rate faithpath. I have had some conversa-
tions about that with AGNT’s executive
director Dr. Barbara Fields who was the
Program Director for the first Modern
PWR in Chicago in 1993. Her experience
helped me craft a proposal for the IPSC
(Interfaith Partners of South Carolina)
which was approved and I'm pleased to say
that Rev. Ed Kosak of Unity of Charleston
now sits on our board as the New Though
representative.

Lately I’ve been corresponding with Rev.
Ahriana Platten of Unity of Colorado
Springs. She is the liaison from Unity to the
Parliament. From Unity of Colorado
Springs’ website you’ll learn that she has
traveled the world and experienced its cul-
tural differences and human similarities first
hand. That she is a trained initiate in sever-
al ancient streams of knowledge that form
the foundation of her unique blend of spir-
itual wisdom.

As an ordained Unity Minister, Ahriana is
dedicated to serving people of all spiritual
paths and her interactive workshops and
sacred rituals provide a powerful balance of

mystical experience and grounded infor-
mation. She received her calling to serve
the Unity Spiritual Center in late 2010
(Rev. Nat Carter was on her advisory com-
mittee) and has been the Lead Minister
Ahriana holds a

doctorate in Pastoral Counseling Psycholo-

since January of 2011.

gy, is a Certified Transpersonal Hypnother-
apist, and a Reiki Master/ Teacher of the
USUT lineage.

She serves as an Ambassador of the Parlia-
ment and [ learned from her latest email
that she steers their Ambassador Advisory
Council as well. She mentioned that there
is some interest among Unity Ministers she
knows to create a Unity Committee for
Interfaith Development, watch these pages
for further developments!

In last issue of Onity I men-
tioned that the UICCB (United Interfaith/
Intercultural Community Coalition of
Beaufort) will be launching “The Spiritual
Reconstruction of Beaufort” in parallel
with the efforts that created monuments
and commemorations of the Reconstruc-
tion Era. Rev. Jack Bomar is heading up
that committee. This program will begin
Friday June 16™ with the annual memorial
service for the MOTHER EMANUEL
NINE, then continuing through Saturday,
and a closing event on Sunday 18% will host
a gathering to discuss "next steps" for the
period July through December.

Rev. Jack has also launched an Interfaith
Ministry Fellowship and education program
at his United Church on February the 9t
presentation on Native American Spirituali-
ty, followed on March 9" with a presenta-
tion on the Baha’i faith by Victoria Smalls.
On the 13" of April our beloved Rabbi
TZiPi Radonsky presented a “Freedom Se-
der” in celebration of the Jewish faith, a
truly beautiful celebration. On May 11th
there will be a presentation on Gullah/
Geechee Spirituality and on June 8th Uni-
Jack  has

much more planned and T'll keep you in-

tarianism/Universalism. Rev.

formed.

“She is the liaison
from Unity to the
Parliament. She
has traveled the
world and
experienced its
cultural
differences and

human

similarities first

hand.”




“More than
10,000 people will
participate in the
2018 Parliament,
which will last for
seven days and
comprise more
than 500 pro-
grams, workshops,
and dialogues,
alongside music,
dance, art and
photography exhi-
bitions, and relat-
ed events present-
ed by the world’s
religious commu-
nities and cultural

institutions.”
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"7 OF THE WORLD'S RELIGIONS
TORONTO

November 01- November 07

REGISTER NOW

PARLIAMENT OF THE WORLD’S RELIGIONS 2018

Toronto——acclaimed the most diverse
city in the world by the United Na-
tions and home to six million Canadians—
has been chosen as the host city of the 7th
Parliament of the World’s Religions, to be
convened in November 2018. More than
10,000 people will participate in the 2018
Parliament, which will last for seven days
and comprise more than 500 programs,
workshops, and dialogues, alongside music,
dance, art and photography exhibitions,
and related events presented by the world’s
religious communities and cultural institu-
tions.

Since the historic 1893 World’s Parliament
of Religions in Chicago, modern Parlia-
ments have attracted participants from
more than 200 diverse religious, indige-
nous, and secular beliefs and more than 80
nations to its international gatherings in
Chicago (1993), Cape Town (1999), Bar-
celona (2004), Melbourne (2009), and Salt
Lake City (2015). These Parliament events
are the world’s oldest, largest, and most
inclusive gatherings of the global interfaith
movement. As one of the most internation-
al, multicultural, and religiously pluralistic
cities in the world, Toronto provides a per-
fect venue for the Parliament of the
World’s Religions. More than 140 lan-
guages are spoken every day, and at least
47% of Toronto’s population speak a native
language other than French or English.
Over half were born outside of Canada,

representing more than 200 ethnic origins.

The exemplary effort of Canadians—and
especially the people of Ontario—to wel-
come the stranger and immigrant, honor
indigenous communities, and protect the
earth with its public initiatives provides
inspiration for other global cities that desire
to build a better world. Parliament Site
Selection Committee Chair Andras Corban
Arthen says, “Toronto is a place where im-
portant conversations are taking place
about reconciliation, environmental ap-
proaches, and the integration of immigrant
populations. A vibrant and wide-reaching
interfaith community was a determining
factor in answering the question: Why To-
ronto? Why now?”

In a May 2 press conference and reception
at the Toronto City Hall, Parliament of the
World’s Religions Executive Director Dr.
Larry Greenfield said the 2018 event is an
“extraordinary opportunity for people of
the globe to engage the crucial issues of our
world, such as climate change, poverty,
and violence."

Super Saver Registration is coming soon at
ParliamentOfReligions.org, including rates
exclusive to students and groups.

The above was taken from the Parliament

of the World’s Religions press release.

I’ll be there! How about you?
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